The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
and put down the trade. He found all the higher officials
in active participation and his permanent success in this
direction was slight. But in 1870 he reached Gondokoro,
formally annexed the Equatorial Province to Egypt and
passed on to and annexed Uganda.
In the Bahr el Ghazal, Zubeir, who had begun life as an
insignificant Dongolawi trader, had carved out for himself
a kingdom and passed on to the conquest of Darfur,
leaving his son, Suleiman, as his regent. A clash with
the government authorities became inevitable : after over-
coming the most formidable difficulties, Gessi defeated
Suleiman and killed him, and the Bahr el Ghazal Province
became part of the Governor-Generalship of the south.
On the White Nile Gordon succeeded Baker but remained
only three years, much of which was devoted to the
desperate task of getting his vessels through the Nile
rapids for communication with Lake Albert. Gordon
handed over to Emin, by which time Schweinfurth and
Junker had crossed the Nile-Congo divide and explored
the Zande and Mangbettu country.
Then came the Mahdia, which from Darfur flooded into
the Bahr el Ghazal and compelled Lupton to surrender.
The Dervishes no doubt found ready adherents in the
Dongolawi traders in every station. Pressing eastwards
towards the Nile the Emir Karamallah called on Emin to
surrender. There was a brief respite but ere long Emin
had to retreat southwards towards Uganda whence Stanley
eventually extricated him. His garrisons held out for a
little while, but in 1888 Osman Saleh captured Eejaf
and Dervish domination was complete.
Between the regimes of the slave-traders and the
Dervishes, the wretched inhabitants can have seen little
to choose. At Gondokoro the old men can still remember
the women and children packed into the barges for their
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